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Tomy Honoured Friend Mr. M.T.one 0] hh 
tee choſen by tbe Common Council of Londen,for 
the Infuring of Houſes from Fire. 


SIR, 
Ours I received, together with the Encloſed Papers about the Under- 
taking of ſome private Perſons for the Inſuring your Houſes in the City 
from Fire ; and according to your Requeſt,ſhall give you tny Sentiments 
concerning this matter ; which tho others that know to what a Maſtec 
of Reaſon I write; may call it Preſumption , yet your Commands have 
wade it Duty and Obedience. 1 could not but wonder that when you and 

theother Magiſtrates of the City were conſulting about this Aﬀair, what pretence a 
few Forreigners and private Men could have tochop in,and ſet on foot the ſame Deſign 
which you rrere managing not only without, but alſo direCtly agaiaſt your conſent. 
For tho they pretend that they were the firſt Iaventers of it, and therefore pleaſe 
themſelves with a fond Conceit that the wiſdom of the Parliament will allow them the 
ſole injoyment thereof for a conſiderable time, if not for full Fourteen years; yer it 
is ſufficiently known that this Afﬀair was propounded in your Common Council as eatly 
S$Febr. 1670. long before ever it entred into their thoughts, and eyer ſince from 
time to time continued under Conſideration how it might be moſt effetually put id 
Pratice. So that *cis plain, theſe Gentlemen have ſighted their Taper at your Fire, 
and that in more Senſes than one they ate building on other mens grounds. 

But if they had been the firſt Inventers of this Deſign, yet I doubt not but I ſhall 
make it evident, that it is far more for the Publick Good that the City ſhould be en- 
truſted with the management of it, than theſe or any other private men; Becauſe, 
(1.) the City can ſettle a better Security z (2.) *ris more reaſonable the City ſhould 
injoy the Profits ariſing fromit z (3.) it would be of ill conſequence to entruſt theſe 
private Perſons and Forreigners with the management of it; and (4.) it would be no 
prejudice to the City or Citizens to have it in their own hands. 

Firſt, The City can ſettle a better Security or Fund for enſuring Houſes than theſe 
Perſons have or can. ?Tis ſufficiently known that the Gey of London is already polleſt 
of Ground-rents to a great value, of a clear Title, and free from all manner of Incam- 
brances, and can when they will augment the ſame, in manner and meaſure, far be- 
> yond whattheſe or any other private men can reach to. And whereas they 1; wy 
” Lands ang Ground-rents to the value of but Thirty thouſand _——_— » the Gty 
* "reſolueAWhat Lands and Ground-rents, tothe value of One hundred thouſand pounds at leaſt, 
+ ſhallbe forthwith ſettled; and likewiſe the Premiwn , as an additional Fund, ſhall b 
ſoonafter ſettled to enſure Houſes ſubſcribed for, upon Truſtees of ſome of the princs- 
+ wm choſen by the Enſured from among themſelves, which Truſtees ſhall be 

d by their Hand and Seal, each of them tothe Enſured, for the payment of their 
and ſatisfation of Damages, in caſe the ſame benot immediately performed 
' by the Chamber, where will always be a conſiderable Bank, The diviſion therefore of 
Securities into Real, Perſonal, and the Seal of a Corporation by the Authour of the Engui 
1 &c. was very impertinent ; for there was noiintention to praQice the ſtrength of 
the City Seal at all, but only in ſettling the Ground-rents@n the Truſtees,as to which 
the Enquirer himſelf will not Queſtion its validity. But the Enſared are to have 
their Security from the Truſtees, for their Damages if their Houſes ſhould be burnt; 
for the Recovery of which,there is no need (as the Enquirer pretends,) of commence- 
mga tedious Suit with the City, but they may immediately bave Relief in Equity up- 
onthe Fund, asin all other Truſts whatſoever. The clearneſs of which Fund, l hope 
theEnquirer will not kave the impudence to call in queſtion. And ſure there?s none 
but will believe it to'bea better Security than any thar can be given, either by a per 
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fon whoſe Chamber-door daily ſuffers an Aſault and Battery , from a whole poſſe of 
Bricklayers, Carpenters, Maſons, &c. and whoy if one may judge by the ſeveral ARi- 
ons of Debtthat every Term are brought againſt him, is in a fair way t0 Retire for 
Refuge into one of his 0own.Chambers, which be bath builtin the Temple; or by one 
who tho he may he thouzht'to be ſhot up into ſome conſiderable height from a low 
and ordinary Condition (as Rujbes do from Mud) yer is every day lyable to be called 
to an Account for Male-adminiltration of a Publick Office : and it he ſhould be found 
to bein Arrearsto his Majeſty, even thoſe Lands or Ground-rents which he ofters as a 
Security, would be ſeized in the behalf of his Majeſty, I know indeed the Enquirer 
pretends the Security wou!d be better , as ſertled in privare Perſons, than in the hands of the 
City. His Arguments 1 ihall conſider, and anſwer, as 
Firlt, He pretends the Deſign wll be better managed by the private Perſons, becauſe mens 
Credit, Care, ard Jnduſtry w#ll be more concerned to preſerve Private Intereſt. than Publich, 
nd ſo Fires wiltbe better prevented and extinguifh't. But to this I anſwer,fad Experience 
ſhews us that Eſtates and Publick Revenues which have been committed to the care of 
a few private Perſons, have heen miſerably perverted ; but where have any been more 
carefully and faichf ally applycd, than thoſe that have been entroſted with the Chambey 
of London ? *Tis but too often ſeen, that a man by leaving his C!uldren to the care of 
two or three private Guardians, hath in effeCt as fatally expoſed them, as ſome did 
of old to ravenous and devouting Beaſts, that have made a Prey of them ; that have 
ſpent their Portioris for them: orat beſt, when they have beſtowed them in Marriage, 
fave made a March for them, and a Bargaiz for themſelves. Thoſe Hoſpitals , for the 
moſt part, thatare in the handsof private Gentlemen, are but fadly looked after ; for 
they are uſually made Lodges for their Porters, Srables for their foundred Grooms,c$c, Sg 
that the Hoſpirals themſelves are become the objetts of Charity, whereas thoſe Orphans 
that are looked'alter by the City of London , have their Eſtates preſerved and duly 
paid ; and the Revenues of thoſe Hoſpitals which the City inipeRs, are laid ont for 
thoſe Pijous purpoſes for which they were given. 
, - Beſides,the Revenues for the maintaining of London-Bridge are husbanded by the Ciry 
with all the care and prudence imaginable ; but ifthey were in the hands of theſe pri- 
vate Gentlemen, Iam afraid the Decays of that Bridge would not he ſo much repaired 
as thoſe of their own Eſtates, Further, Late Acts of Parliament have entruſted the 
Chamber of London with the Maney for building of Churches, Disbanding the late Ar- 
my, &c-And if the choice of Truſtees for any of theſe purpoles were now to be made, 
who would prefer theſe private Perſons before the City? I doubt not but the Cry would 
be as diligent, faithful, and induſtrious in this Aﬀair of quenching Fires, as it muſt be 
acknowledged to be in all the forementioned Particulars. | 
+ But Secondly, The Enquirer pretends that the payment of Loſſes, and ſatisfaftion of Da- 
es, will be eaſier and ſooner diſpatched by the Office of theſe private men, than ww Cy, 
'Þicanſe of the Attendance on the Conrt of Aldermen-or Committees, But to this I anſwer; 
Lhe City have erected an Office, where there ſhall be conſtant attendance , ax ready 
iſpatch given. And1dare lay this Office, eretted by the City, ſhall pay the Loſſes of 
thoſe whoſe Houſes are bur7t down ſooner than this Enquirer ſhall the wages of thoſe 
That built bis up, 5 ns 
; . Thirdly, Saichtbe Enquirer,a private perſon muſt part with allto ſatisfie his Debts, but in 
.Any. great laſs the City will rather have Private Concerns ſuffer than the Publick, To which 
,anlwer , There is more reaſon to fear that theſe private Perſons, in ſuch a Caſe, will 
Inſure themſelves inſtead of, their Gedirors, They are more likely than the City ro bete- 
.duced.to ſuch an Exigencezas to be forced to break or compound. A little /eaky Skuler 
wee is more in danger of ſinking inthe wide Seas, than a large, beautiful and well 
- built.Shjp.- Beſides, the nature of the Security propoſed by the City , deltroys the 
Foundation of 'this;Argument ; which laſt Conſideration will ſerve as an Anſwer to 
the Fourth Argumentalſo, That if the Ciryrefufe to pay the Loſs, the Reniedy is not /o 
p Eeopenſ them. as againſt Private Perſons; for the Party aggriev*d is not to ſue the 
. City, but may have Relief immediately in Equity, upon the Fund, as aforeſaid uy 
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Thus it appears, that the C:ty can ſettle a better Security or Fund for Infuring 
Houſes, than theſe Private Peri2ns have or can. 
' The Second Realon why th: City, aud not theſe Private Perſons ſhould Inſure 
Houſes, is, becauſe it is more :caſonable the City ſhould enjoy the Profits ariſing from 
their own Citizens, thaa thei2 Forrcigners or out-lying Deer. The Enquiter indeed 
objets, That the Profit ot Infuring will not be fo conſiderable as the City may ima- 
gine 3 but *cis very well known, the Primary intention of the City (though we may 
aſly judge what the Inquirers) in Inſucing, isnot to rake together a mighty maſs of 
Money, but the Security of every particular Citizens Houſe, and of the whole City 
ingeneral ; and this being eflectually provided for, the City iS content, let the Pro- 
ft of this Undertaking be as lictle as the Enquirer pretends, or leſs; . but how little 
ſoever it be, I am ſure *is too much for one that hath made it his buſineſs to run up 
a multitude of Houſes, in the adjacent parts, as if he were reſolved to drain the 
Cityof its Inhabitants and Trade. I think I may too truly ſay,He hath done almoſt 
25 much prejudice to the City by bu«/ding Houſes, as the Papilts by fring them. 

The Third Reaſon why I cannot grant theſe Private Perſons ſhould Inſare, is, 
becauſe it would be very much to the prejudice,of Zondor if they. : For, 

firſt, 1 am very well ſatisfied, that the Gy of London have under their preſent 
Conſideration the making of certain Engi c. fgr the quenching of Fire; which, 
z3they will be far more uſeful for the Publick than any that hathyet been inyented, 
fothey will be by much too Chargable for theſe Priyate Perſons to provide themſelyes 
withal, and *cis but reaſonable the City ſhould have the Profit of this Undertaking, 
that ſo they may receive no prejudice by the Charges thereof. | 

Secondly, For the Quenching of conſiderable Fires, 'a numerous Aſiſtanre ordered 
by Ambority is requiſite, for otherwiſe the more Company the {leſs Help. Now the 
City have the Magiſtracy, who by Law are impowred to command Conſtables, Qth- 
cers, and Private Citizens, as they ſhalljadge moſt uſeful. FR 

Thirdly, 1f the City become the Inſurers, not only the Magiſtrate, but every Pri- 
rate Citizen will be more diligent and induſtrious for the Quenching of Fire 3 ſoreve- 
ry man will then conſider, That the ſpreading of the Firewill not only be a loſs. to 
thoſe particular Perſons whoſe Houles are in danges, but the Reyenues of the [City 
in Gage would be yupaired by it, which potent Argument would be loſt; if Private 

Fourthly, The City bath no reaſon tv.intruſt a matter of, this Conſequence within 
their own Walls , 1n_the hands of Ecgeiguers, and perhaps Egecmies to the City, 
thoindeed Friendsto themlelves. | BY ON } 

Fifchly, The Chief Magiſtrates of the City are Sworn, Surely and ſafely. to keep the 
Ciry,it is therefore an affront to them for any totake their work out of their n_ 
if they were-noc ſuicient to Secure the City, but Foreigness mult be called in to doat: 

Sixthly, Suppoſe rhe Lord Mayor and other Magiſtzates, ſhould think fit for the 
Common Safety to blow .upa Houſe which happenstq-he laluredby Priyate men, and 
theſe Private Undertakers minding their private 'Adyantage ſhould ibe of another 
mind; on this Competition may enſue Quartelliag,\Blows, and Blood-ſhed,- and the 
twoParties concern®d be more zealous in.gppaling one angther; than the Fige. - 

The Fourth and laſt Reaſon, why 4,wopld haye the City and not. theſe Private 
Perſons Inſure, is, becauſe it can be no prejudice eirher to the Citizens.jin, particular, 
or the City in general-to do xt. Not tothe Citizens, in particular, fox;a5s40 what the 
Author of the Letter concernyng Inſurmg &c. objets about the Magiſtrages being liable 
ro be byaſt in the exerciſe of their Power in blowing up Houſes. 1 ſhall only fay, He reflects 
upon the Prudence and Juſtice of the Magiſtratey of. this City ; beſides, the Magi- 


ftrates arejmpowred co blow-up Houſes when they (ee gccaſion, whether the City 1n- 


ſure,or no; and though the CitydothInſyge,yet the Magiſtrates will have no private 
Advantage themſelves by.it: fo that there is no reaſon to think they will be byaſt in 
one cale more than in another. And whereas the Author of the Letter Inſinuates, as if 
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the City might bereafter put ſome unreaſonable T ax upon Inſuring Houſes , 1 (ball only ſay, 
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the City hath already ſet bounds to it ſelf in that caſe,by 2:ving the particulars of the 
prizes both of Brick and Timber-Houſes, either for a [hortcr or longer time, or for 
Ever (a thing which theſe Private Undertakers are not capablc of doing) where 
they have tied up- themſelves from a pothbility of enhancing their Prizes, if they had 
a mind toit: And that the City ſhould be ſuppoſed to make a prey of it ſelf by 
ſcrewing up the Prizes, is to me as ridiculouſly as 1t is inſolently objeted. 

Thus the Citizens in Particular will not be prejudiced if the City Inſure, neither 
will the City in General receive any damage by it. F know the Enquirer indeed pre» 
tends 4 great difficulty in raiſmg and ſetling the Fund. But the City have already in their 
hands all the firſt Fund of Ground-Rents and Lands to the value of One hundred 
Thouſand Pounds, and can as eaſily make them over to the Truſtees, as 2ny Private 
Perſon can make over his Eſtate. And all the Difficulties mentioned by the Enquirer, 
25 to the great number of Houſes, that muſt be Inſured to raiſe Twenty Thouſand Poundy 
for a further purchaſe of Ground-Rents, the uncertainty of finding out a Purchaſe, or yhe 
Owners ſetting too bigh a Price wpon them,will lie as heavy upon theſe Private Gentlemen 
2$ upon the City z, and whatever good opinion they may have of themſelves , I carp 
not but believe that the City is far more able to conquer a Difhcutty than they, 

But further, the _— objefts, *Twill be « matter, if not of difficulty, yet of il Cons 
ſequence, for the City to Inſure, which he endeayours to prove by Three Argumentg, 

Firſt, Thi wilt leſſen the Security of the Chamber for the payment of the Orphans Pap. 
tions, and the ſame ſettlement of « Fund may be juſtly expetted, and cannot be juſtly denies 
them, But, (1) All beſides this Enquirer know, that the Orphans Portions are in+ 
truſted in the Chamber of London barely upon its own Credit (which it hath never 
forfeited) and that neither the Ground-Rents nor any other of the City Lands, are, 

or ever were ingaped for their Security ; neither, if the Chamber ſhould fail, (nick 

"I hope our Enquirer will not be ſo Inſolent ſo much as to ſuppoſe it will) are th 
liable to make any Satisfa&tion.- And, (2)*Tis as well known the Chamber of 

" never deſired the Orphans Money, the keeping thereof being a conſtant Charge and ? 
Trouble, but no Advantage to them ; and therefore if the Relations of the Orphany.” 
will but give good Security, the Chamber never covets to have the Orphans Money. 
"paid in to them, neither could they, if fo minded, oblige the Relations thereto, * 

Secondly, The Enquirer objefts , If the Ciry ever ſhould have occaſion of borrewi 
Money, thoſe that lend it will expeft as good On_ as us offerd by the City in this 
Inſuring, and not be content with the Security of the Seal only,eſpecially when tis publu 
known, that a great part of this City Lands are engaged for this uſe. But 1 Anfi 
(1) Whateyer occaſion the City had of borrowing Money as yet,theſe Ground-Reny 
"were never ingaged for it, ſo that when theſe Ground-Rents are ingaged upon this 
deſign; the City can ſtill give as good Security as ever yet it had need ro give, 
(3) The raiſing and ſerling this Fund will rather ſtrengthen than leſſen the Security 
-of the City , becauſe *cis agreed on by all hands, that this matter will be profi 
more or leſs to the Undertaker, or elſe it may reaſonably be concluded theſe Pri 
Perſons would never have ingaged in it. Burt in the 

Third and Laſt place, The Enquirer objeCts, That if the City ſhould Inſure, it weld 
be an Imitation of their Pattern. This I cannot but ſmile at, becauſe "tis ſo nototiow 
as I intimated in the begining of this Letter , they haye borrowed this Deſign ma 
the City, though they have' the face to deriy it, and aſcribe it to themſelves. Bit 
when I conſider the condition of the Enquirer, the Principal'of theſe Private 
rancers, I donot think it ſtrange, that he who refuſes to pay what he is 11debredty 
-others, ſhould refuſe to aokrowledge what'he owes to-you. But whatever he ortily 
- Aſſociates maydo in this matter, I ſhall never follow their Example, bur 6 all oc» 
ſions freely and thankfully own and confeſs thoſe many Obligacions which: Yout 


Goodneſs hath ſo often laid upon him, who is, Honowed Sir, 
| Tour moſt humble faithful Servant, L.R. © 
T En. 


LONDON, Printedin the Year, 1682. 


